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Some Socialists will reply that Russia has no population prob-
lem. To dismiss the issue on these grounds is superficial, if not
flippant. Fertility which was higher in Russia than in any other
European country before the war has actually declined since the
Revolution. The recent restrictions on abortion do not encourage
the belief that the present rulers of the U.S.S.R. are entirely
happy about it. A generation must ekpse before the data supplied
by the Soviet Uiaon itself can justify any rational judgment
concerning the effect of present social policy on the attitude to
parenthood. Meanwhile spending power is still low throughout
the Union as a whole, die bulk of the population is not yet
urbanized, and the study of differential fertility in other countries
justifies the belief that Soviet industrialization is imitating many
features propitious to sterility in the social structure of capitalist
countries. For all these reasons the example of Russia can give us
little guidance about the place of parenthood in a socialist
economy, more especially if it repkces capitalism at a stage when
fertility is below the biological minimum.

Before we could draw any conclusions from the Russian scene
we should need to know how far Russia will proceed along the
road to vocational equality in sex relations or whether the present
headlong retreat to the patriarchal family is a temporary expedient,
how far Soviet policy will favour a stable marriage relationship
or whether easy divorce will be liquidated like abortion, how far
the present enthusiasm for rapid industrialization will perpetuate
the evils of urban congestion in capitalist countries or whether
the demand for a modicum of decent privacy will assert itself as
proletarian decorum. Even if we could yet answer these questions,
die example of Russia would be of dubious significance. The
psychological difficulties of raising fertility to the survival level
when it has fallen far below it may be immeasurably greater
than those of checking its descent below the survival minimum
when it is still at a much higher leveL